One way  of   thinking about various  spaces  or  pieces  of
hardware   in  relation to the  capabilities  of  the  severely
handicapped  is  illustrated below:
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The lower the required physical capabilities, the more
likely it is that the item (space, hardware) can be used by
the severely handicapped.  Most standardized items require a
fairly high degree of physical capability (e.g., the tradi-
tional dial telephone), while some require less physical
exertion or dexterity (e.g., the push-button telephone).
Although many quadriplegics can use a push-button telephone
more easily than a dial phone, they still have difficulty
holding the receiver, and further customizing may be
necessary.

Since there are various categories of spinal cord damage and
related muscular ability, there is some latitude with regard
to the individual quadriplegic's capabilities.  These varia-
tions may be attributable to the nature and location of
injury, type of rehabilitation training, individual motiva-
tion, and past experience with equipment and prosthetic
aids.

The material which follows is based on the philosophy of a
maximally supportive environment that gives the quadriplegic
as much control as possible over his physical environment.
Much can be learned from the Creative Living group's
approach to assisted living.  Ideally, each new experiment
in assisted living for the severely disabled should be
studied and the lessons documented to reveal additional ways
in which physical and psychological independence can be
increased through a supportive environment.

General Suggestions/Guidelines for Planning Living
Environments for the Severely Disabled

1.   Because the severely disabled have varying
capabilities, it is desirable to work toward a
flexible set of design options that will be
appropriate for the greatest number of people.

2.   Quadriplegics may be right or left handed, either
from paralysis or in the traditional sense.  Lay-
outs should be designed to permit approach and use
by a right- or left-handed person.
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